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brow and his father's hand each day; he must not
covet another man's goods, and in the presence of,
women he must avert his eyes. He must always be
agreeable and respectful to his wife, and devote him-
self assiduously to the bringing up of his children.
His alms must be given in secret, and his prayers
earnest and regular. To be quite perfect, he should
copy the sacred books and perform the Great Mass.

Although the modern " Christians of St. John " do
not always attain to the standard of excellence thus
held before them, they are a very well-meaning,
inoffensive people. They hate orthodox Christianity,
and only tolerate Islam " upon compulsion"; but
they manage to live fairly peaceably with their
Mohammadan neighbours. They work steadily at
the trades they adopt, and are famous for their skill
as jewellers. And if they are ignorant of the funda-
mental doctrines of their religion, at least they are
indefatigable in carrying out its ceremonious law in
the wholesome matter of baptism, and are cleanly if
they are not godly. Their diminishing numbers, and
the secrecy in which they preserve the mysteries of
their faith, render a further enquiry into their tenets
and customs very desirable. There is so much that is
conflicting and obscure in our present information as
to the Manclsaan religion, that a visit to the people by
some qualified scholar could not fail to throw fresh
light on the peculiar creed of the Babylonian Sabians
or Christians of St. John.
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